NCRBC Adult Bible Class 1

Title: Why You Need the Bible
Purpose: To convince the hearers of their need of the Bible.

Introduction   


Why do we need the Bible? Why must you read, study, and know it?  There are three foundational reasons why. Think of these three reasons as three foundational slabs built one on top of the other.

I.
MAN’S DEPENDENT CONDITION

A. The Meaning: 

When God made us, He did not create us as independent beings. God made us in such a way that, among other things, we would always be dependent upon His revelatory words. 

Our life will be without real meaning without God’s revelatory words. We would not be able to make sense out of life and the universe we live in without them. We would never be sure about whether we are rightly interpreting the facts that we know without God’s revelatory Word.

 B.
Key Text: Ps 36:9b “In Your light we see light”. Without the light of God’s revelation, we will be in total darkness.

1. An illustration:

Suppose a crime has been committed that has left five people dead and there are no eyewitnesses of what actually happened. It would be very difficult to reconstruct what actually took place. Investigators can come up with all sort of theories. But one piece of evidence left out could significantly change all theories.

This is our problem. We don’t have an exhaustive and comprehensive knowledge of all the data or facts of life and reality in their  infinite relation. Therefore, how can we be sure that our interpretation of what we do know is not distorted by our very limited knowledge? We need then someone outside of ourselves, who has exhaustive and comprehensive knowledge of all data and facts in their almost infinite relations, to help us rightly interpret life and reality. Where can that knowledge be found? Only in the all-knowing and all-wise God who has made everyone and everything!

2.
Thus, we need God’s revelatory word. We are  always dependent on it. Without it, we would not be able to make sense out of life and reality. Everything would appear to be meaningless. How true are the words in Psalm 36: 9b “…in Your light we see light”.

C.
Man’s need of God’s revelatory word is true even before man fell into sin.

1.
Even before the Fall God already gave His revelatory word to man. Gen 1:26-30 (READ)– God didn’t just leave man to figure out for himself what he was going to do and what is going to be his role in the world that God made. 

2.
Gen 2:15-17 (READ)– God gave man a clear word of permission and prohibition which is needed for his maturation.  

D.
Now, after man fell into sin, this need of God’s revelatory word has even been intensified. For sin has brought about disorder and confusion, elements in human life that were not present at the original creation.

1.
Exo 20:1-3, 19-20 (READ).

2.
Heb 1:1 (READ).

II.
THE NEED FOR INSCRIPTURATION

A.
This means that in order to preserve these revelatory words, God had to have them written down.

B.
Spoken transmission of God’s revelatory words to man can never be depended upon. Why?

1.
Our memories are not very dependable. 

2.
Moreover, our sinful natures also have the tendency to change what we don’t like in God’s revelatory word. 

3.
In addition, it is the work of the number one enemy of our souls, the Devil, to confuse us as to what God’s words to man really are. 

a.
How does the Lord Jesus describe the Devil? John 8:44b (READ). The Devil is a murderer. What does he use to murder the men’s souls? Lies. Error. He would try to corrupt and confuse people of what God’s revelatory words to man really are. 

b.
This is what he did to Eve in the garden. He deceived her. Gen 3:1-3 (READ). The Devil is so subtle! He tried to confuse Eve about what is God’s revelatory word. He intentionally misquoted God.  

C.
For this reason, in order to accurately preserve God’s revelatory word which man needs, God had it written down. This is repeatedly emphasized in the Bible.

1.
This is what God did to the Ten Commandments - Deut 4:13; 10:4 (READ).

2.
We also see this in the case of the Old Testament prophets. Isa. 30:8-1; 1 Jer. 36:1-4 (READ).

III.
THE NOW-COMPLETED WORD REVELATION OF GOD

This means that at the time of Christ’s first coming, God has made His final revelation to man. Before that, His word revelation to man was still incomplete. In fact, much of them were still foreshadowings of the final revelation He was to make in the person of His Son – the Lord Jesus. At Christ’s first coming, during the Apostolic generation, God gave His final revelation to man.

We cannot get into the details of this because this would require a long study. However, there are a few texts you can think about.


1.
Hebrews 1:1-3a (READ). 

a.
This is a very important text because it covers  the  entire human history— both before and after Christ’s first coming. A panoramic view of what God has done in the entire human history is given here.

b.
Also indicated here is that since the time of Christ’s first coming, human history has been in its final stages. In other words, people have been living in the last days. 

c.
What has God done in these last days? God “has spoken to us in His Son”.  Note the language of finality.  The verb phrase “has spoken” indicates that God’s act of speaking has already been completed in the past. There is nothing more that needs to be said now. In His Son, we have God’s ultimate and final Word and revelation. 

2.
Jude 1:3 (READ)

a.
By “the faith” here Jude is referring not to the act of believing but to the things believed. He describes this faith as “once and for all handed down to the saints”. The phrase “once and for all” shows the completeness and finality of the faith that is handed down.  It can be translated “full and final way”. 

b.
So the idea of progressive revelation after the time of the apostles cannot be found anywhere in the New Testament.

3. 2John 1:9 (READ) - “goes too far” or “goes beyond”

Indicated here is the usual practice of false teachers not to openly deny the teachings of Christ. They say  that they have teachings and revelations which can be added to Christi’s teachings. Sounds familiar— right? But John says, “No”. Anyone who goes too far or goes beyond and does not abide in Christ’s teachings, does not have God.

This clearly shows that God’s revelation in Christ during the apostolic period is already complete and final. To go beyond it is not to abide in it. It is like a circle perfectly drawn. If you go beyond that circle, then you step out and depart from it. 

Therefore, God’s revelation during the time of the apostles is already final and complete. That final revelation has been understood, preserved, and universally published to us in the Scriptures of the New Testament. Today there are no more additional word revelations from God.

Conclusion

1. This is what makes the written word, the Bible, absolutely necessary: 1) Man’s dependent condition 2) the need for inscripturation, and 3) because of the now-completed word revelation of God.

2. Therefore, in order to avoid error and be wise, we must know the Scriptures. Mt 22:29; Jer. 8:9; Ps 119:97-100 (READ). 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Can scientific studies stand independent of God’s word? Why?

Can mystical experiences be a safe guide in understanding spiritual realities? Why?

Can the practical experiences and observation of people serve as a safe guide in understanding reality? Why?

